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Subcommittee Holds Hearing to Examine June 22nd Red Line Metrorail Accident

  

Accident highlights continuing concerns regarding WMATA’s safety practices, procedures and
funding 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – On Tuesday, July 14, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in room 2154 of the Rayburn
House Office Building, the Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Postal Service, and the District
of Columbia will hold an oversight hearing entitled, “Back on Track:  WMATA Red Line Metrorail
Accident and Continual Funding Challenges.”

  

The hearing will examine the progress of ongoing investigations following the June 22, 2009
Red Line Metrorail accident, explore the steps that the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority (WMATA) has taken to ensure rider and employee safety, and provide an overview of
various Metrorail systems, equipment, and safety policies and procedures.  In addition, the
hearing is expected to examine general topics including WMATA’s aging infrastructure,
challenges to funding the transit authority’s Capital Improvement Program, and industry-wide
rail safety standards and best practices.  
 The June 22nd accident involved the collision of two Red Line Metrorail trains, between the
Fort Totten and Takoma Park Metro stations, that resulted in nine fatalities as well as injuries to
nearly 80 individuals.  While the precise cause of the collision has not yet been determined and
an investigation by the National Transportation Safety Board is ongoing, WMATA has
implemented both short-term and long-term safety initiatives in light of the accident. 
Specifically, the transit authority has commenced the manual, rather than automated, operation
of all Metro trains and launched an inspection of its 3,000 track circuits, which provide trains
with location data.  Additionally, WMATA has decided to place its oldest train cars in between
newer cars, in an effort to better secure all Metrorail trains.
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“This recent tragedy, which follows a series of previous Metrorail accidents and safety incidents,
again raises significant questions regarding the security of WMATA’s Automatic Train Operation
systems and other safety-related operations, practices, and policies,” said Chairman Stephen F.
Lynch.  “The June 22nd accident also points to broader concerns affecting the transit authority,
including its aging fleet of rail cars and inadequate funding.”

  

During its approximately 30-year history, WMATA has routinely relied on a combination of
federal, state, and local funding streams, as well as user fares and additional revenue sources,
in order to support operational and infrastructural expenses.  Notably, in September of 2008,
WMATA identified over $11 billion in necessary capital improvement spending to maintain and
finance enhancements to its aging infrastructure. While on June 24, 2009, Senators Jim Webb
(D-VA), Mark R. Warner (D-VA), Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD), and Barbara A. Mikulski (D-MD)
announced that WMATA will receive $34.3 million in additional FY2009 funding for the purchase
of 52 new Metro cars, the fate of the transit authority’s dedicated federal funding in the amount
of $150 million remains unclear for fiscal year 2010.

  

To view a webcast of the hearing, please click on the link below:

  

Click Here

  
  ###  
 The Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Postal Service, and the District of Columbia’s
jurisdiction includes federal employee issues, non-appropriation municipal affairs of the District
of Columbia, and the Postal Service, including post office namings, holidays, and
commemoratives.  

    Documents and Links
    
    -  Testimony of Mr. John Catoe   
    -  Testimony of Hon. Tom Davis   
    -  Testimony of Mr. Jim Graham   
    -  Testimony of Ms. Deborah Hersman   
    -  Testimony of Ms. Jackie Jeter   
    -  Testimony of Mr. William Millar   
    -  Testimony of Mr. Eric Madison   
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    -  Testimony of Mr. Peter Rogoff   
    -  Testimony of Mr. Patrick Tuite   
    -  Riders&#8217; Advisory Council-For the Record   
    -  Statement of Chairman Lynch   
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